In light of the recent events of the world I would like to share with you all a message given by our single’s pastor Mike Yearly of North Coast Church.  I have inserted a comment or two of my own.  :)

A Time for….

This message is taken from Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. Selah

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. 5 God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. 6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts.

7 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

8 Come and see the works of the LORD, the desolations he has brought on the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. 10 "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."

11 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

NIV

I.
A time for weeping
Romans 12:15 tells us that it is appropriate to weep with those who weep.  Jesus himself wept great tears at many times.  We cannot fail to have compassion on those touched by this tragedy

II.
A time for Trust

This is a time to dig deep into our faith.    Psalm 1 shows us that a person rooted in their faith is likened to a tree, planted deeply by its water supply.  There is nothing in this world that Christ cannot overcome.

III.
A time for Re-Evaluation
Crisis forces re-evaluation.  Is it not true that so many things that seemed so critical on Monday did not matter on Tuesday?  Many questions no doubt ran through each of our minds.  “What if I’d been on one of the planes?” If you had been on one of the planes or perhaps one of the ground targets; would you have waited too long to make changes in your life that need to be made?  Perhaps it is God’s grace that have allowed each of us another day to make things right.   Our country is having prayer openly, daily and with much reverence.  Last week the ACLU would have screamed if 4000 H.S. students met for prayer.  Choruses of “God 

Bless America” echo where curses using our Lord’s name formally rang.  I work on a naval base were things are obviously different from a week ago. Each man and woman in uniform ready to offer his or her life in sacrifice and defense of our nation.  And as somber as that is, how much more critical is it that each of us be ready to face the Lord.  I pray that this event can be used to bring a great country back to God.

IV.
A time to Shine   
Gen 50:20-21  “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. “  I say to those who perpetrated this deed, God will be honored.  This tragedy gives us the opportunity to show our good works.  To show what a “Christian” truly is.  
We can show our good deeds in any number of ways such as the giving of blood to the Red Cross and financial contributions.  We cannot perpetuate rumors.  They are numerous. We can be the voice of reason in a time of rage.  All freedom-loving persons are inflamed by these events.  We need to differentiate between hatred and justice.  Persons in our great country need not be held to blame for this crime because of their ancestry.   Finally, what opportunities we have to witness for Jesus and show our countrymen what believe in God is truly.

Psalm 46:10 "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."

