Dear Friends,

"What's the German take on the events?" someone asked in e-mail a few days ago. I had not intended to write a letter, because there is not a whole lot that I could say that has not been said already elsewhere. This is not a time for much talking, it seems to me. What I can do, however, is give you a little bit of an impression how the events affected me personally, and some observations that I have made in Germany.

I was just preparing to leave for eastern Germany with Werner Schmidli, our Swiss Janz Team director. A secretary from the office called my home to tell me that Werner was almost ready to leave, and if I had listened to the news, about some bad things that just happened in the US. I said, no, and why wouldn't she just tell me. She hesitated, not being able to tell me details. So I went to the radio to check it out myself. 

When I heard what had happened, I was unsure whether I should go on the trip, and if Lois would be OK with the kids by herself-all those "automatic" thoughts that over time have hit me when there was some anti-American hatred acted out in Germany and elsewhere. I decided to leave, leaving a message on our home bulletin board (Lois was gone to do some shopping) to listen to the news.

On the road we listened to the radio. At that time, reporting was non-stop on all stations. Nobody dared to play music or continue any regular program. Werner and I decided that a total retreat from our planned agenda (meeting with pastors in Germany's east) would not be appropriate, in spite of all the anguish that had hit so many people in the States.

Later in the day, we received a phone call from our One Accord group that had (barely) started their tour through Germany. They were in Neustadt near Hanover, where our family lived before moving south to Lorrach. Together with their sponsors and church leadership they had decided to cancel the concert, and replace it with an open-air prayer meeting with some appropriate, meditative music pieces (not the majority of their program).

People everywhere were stunned by the enormity and the atrociousness of the terror onslaught. Lots of events (sport, entertainment, etc.) were immediately cancelled. In the German parliament you could hear the recorded words of a speech: "Today, we all are Americans" (a take-off on John F. Kennedy's: "Ich bin ein Berliner" after the Berlin wall was built). 

There were candles and flowers, put down on the ground of market places in the down town areas of cities everywhere-also in Lorrach, after our return from the ministry trip. Church buildings were opened to allow people to come together just to talk about the events. Many were really stunned by what they had seen and heard. In TV reports, reporters with a known anti-American bias displayed a lack of confidence in their usual we-are-better-than-you attitude. The pro-American sentiment everywhere was almost overwhelming. The German government made it very clear right from the start that the country would "stand with the US" in this endeavour, meaning that appropriate action and support will be included, not just a verbal condemnation of the terrorist acts.

Adjusting to the horror that happened will take a long time. Mourning comes in waves. Things, events, special dates remind us of a loss. Just today, Christina and I went to a photo shop. The decoration over the counter included large pictures and prices. One big picture showed the (old) New York skyline. And then it hits you again…

Now we are in a period "waiting", where tough deliberations of politicians, military, and secret services behind closed doors will lead to decisions that will have an enormous influence on all of our lives. My prayer for quite some time has been "Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven".

May those in power not rely solely on their wit, but on God-given wisdom. He's in charge, after all-as New York's mayor stated in one of his first statements after destruction hit.

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

-Martin Wollin

