   GOVERNMENT - AN AVENGER OF WRATH 
          Scripture reading: Romans 12:9-21, 13:1-7         September 16, 2001 

1.   Introduction: September 11, 2001 will be a date burned into history books until the Lord returns, just as December 7, 1941 lives in infamy.    What happened on that day makes us aware of the evils in this world working to destroy the work of Christ and all that look to Him for guidance.     

2.   This morning we will not mourn the deaths of some 5000 human beings and the tragedy that has filled the lives of countless others, their families and loved ones.   Rather, it is a time that justice be sought in order to protect us from further evil by a mind that would bring death to all Christians and those claiming some form of that by birth, nationality or citizenship.   

3.   We are bombarded by talking heads on the television that insist at every incident of brutal murder and mayhem, regardless of its severity, that the death penalty must never be applied.   Time after time many of these reject any use of scripture to establish what is right or wrong pleading separation of church and state.  But when it serves their case, they appeal to the Old Testament decalogue "thou shall not kill."   The death penalty is violence against violence they cry.    It makes us as bad as them, and on and on.    Years follow years before any justice is applied and even then they plead that the one who has killed his father has been punished enough because he was made an orphan.   Because years are required to carry out the death sentence even when it is applied, we have long forgotten the crime by the time all the appeals have been exhausted.  Ecclesiastes 8:11 "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." 

4.    Yet we see that those quoting scripture putting aside the death penalty conveniently overlook the passages following the Ten Commandments.    Exodus 21:12-17 clearly commanded the death penalty for several crimes.   Thou shall not kill means "you shall not murder."    

5.   The scripture  Romans 12 and 13 was selected to be read.  Chapter 12 keeps us from acting as individuals "taking the law into our own hands."   Chapter 13 assigns the responsibility of maintaining the good of society with the "sword."   Paul recognized things worthy of death, Acts 25:11.   "If I have done anything worthy of death, I do not refuse to die." 
6. On national defense. 
Eccl 3:8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 
Mark 3:27 No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house. 
Luke 11:21 When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: 
22 But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. 

As murder is to be punished by death, mass murder especially by those who, if in a state of war, would be considered un-uniformed spies and saboteurs, must be punished by the same standard. 
Failing this  means ultimately that we will loose our sovereignty to foreign powers or influence.
