Subject: Airline Pilot's Statement

This was written by an American Airlines pilot who is in the U.S. Navy Reserves. 

I want to tell you a few things about this tragedy from an airline/military pilot’s perspective.  First off, about 80 percent of the nation’s airline pilots are ex-military; many are combat vets, the captains from Vietnam and first officers from desert storm and allied force.  This could never happen again, let me explain. 

During the 1960's race to put a man on the moon, NASA had a tragedy, an 

Apollo space ship burned on the launch pad with 3 men strapped in.  In the hearing that followed, the lead NASA engineer was asked how it happened, and he replied "imagination". 

He went on to explain that the engineers at NASA never imagined that the oxygen they flooded the capsule with prior to launch could be ignited by a spark from a piece of Velcro. 

Last week a tragedy happened because no one in the entire aviation industry could have imagined that terrorist would hijack 4 aircraft and use them as cruise missiles.  We were trained extensively on hijacking in training at American, our training was industry standardized so I know all airline pilots received essentially the same message.
If you are hijacked, you comply with the hijacker’s demands to the extent necessary to get the jet on the ground and minimize the loss of life. That strategy has proven correct over the past 40 years and saved hundreds of lives, last week it killed thousands. I just finished 5 days flying the line domestically, I volunteered to fly and was co-pilot on the second American flight to takeoff from Miami when flight operations resumed.  I can report to you that the aviation system in America is the safest it's been in history, and I can tell you that no American/US airliner will ever be successfully hijacked again.  Airline Pilots will never permit it. 

After flying empty aircraft the first day, I slowly saw the number of passengers increase, and spent hours talking to them and reassuring them.  I want everyone in the unit to keep the following recommendations in mind. When you fly, allow 3 hours at the airport for check in, leave any type of tool or weapon (especially a pocket knife) at home, my flight engineer had a hole punch taken away from him at a security check point in Philly yesterday. 

Don't kid around at all about hijacking at the airport or on the aircraft ( I know that seems obvious but people say weird things when they're nervous). When you're in flight, wear your seat belt tightly unless you're making a head call.  Don't drink; any type of disorderly conduct is going to result in a felony arrest. 

If a hijacking is attempted, the second choice for the pilots is to break every bone in the hijackers body through a series of positive and negative "g" maneuvers (hence the Seattle). The first thing they'll do if the altitude is sufficient is depressurize the aircraft rendering everyone unconscious, we can turn off the oxygen to the cabin from the cockpit, then the first officer will enter the cabin on a portable O2 bottle and kill the hijackers (with a fire extinguisher or similar blunt object) while the captain lands at the nearest suitable field.  By the time you wake up (and you'll be absolutely fine, airplanes have depressurized before) the terrorist will be dead, we have no choice but to kill them in order to prevent a possible situation back on the ground, I have talked with dozens of pilots the past 5 days, our resolve in this matter is firm, most would relish the opportunity. 

Contrary to the reports on the news, we can effectively stop an attempted aircraft takeover, we simply didn't realize that it was necessary, until last week we saved more lives by complying with hijacker demands, we'll not make that mistake again. 
Bin Laden changes his strategy each time; I seriously doubt he'd ever try this particular type of attack again. I obviously fly for a living, but I would not hesitate to put my family on an aircraft today, it is truly the safest I have ever seen it. 
